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T
he Convair B-36 has a storied and 
controversial history, but it served well from 
1948 – 1959. It never had an official name, but 
was dubbed the “Peacemaker” as it served 
as the primary nuclear deterrent weapon 

for the duration of its operational service. It had a range of 
10,000 miles and could carry the Mark 17 A-bomb, which 
weighed 21 tons. Convair built 384 of the big planes. With 
a wingspan of 230 feet, it was the largest mass-produced 
piston-engine aircraft ever made. The B-36 was originally 
equipped with six reverse-facing 3,800 hp Pratt & Whitney 
R-4360 engines that powered it to a cruising speed of 230 
mph. An additional four General Electric J47 jet engines were 
introduced in the B-36D model, each with 5,200 lbs. of thrust 
that were fitted in pairs under each wing. The jets gave it a 
top speed of 435 mph. Its aircrews coined this unique engine 
layout “six turning and four burning”. The big bomber could 
reach an altitude of 43,600 ft. at combat weight and carried a 

crew of from 15 to 22, depending on the variant and mission. 
The bomber version was armed with 16 remote-controlled 
M24 20mm cannons in eight turrets and had a total payload 
capacity of 86,000 lbs. The USAF performed many secret 
reconnaissance missions using the RB-36, including flights 
from Japan over Manchuria 
in Communist China and 
the Soviet Union, and flights 
from the UK over Soviet 
arctic bases. It was used 
as a test bed for the fighter 
conveyor concept (FICON), 
carrying a modified F-84F 
Thunderstreak, and for tests carrying a nuclear reactor. It 
was truly a remarkable aircraft.

Building the Model
The retired USAF officer who loves big bombers, 
and for whom I built a Viet Nam era 1/72 B-52, joined me 
at the IPMS National Convention last year. As we strolled 
through the vendor rooms, I mentioned that, in addition 
to the B-52, Monogram had also marketed a 1/72-scale 
B-36 kit. Oops, I got the duty again. Continued on page 4 
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President’s 
corner by Paul Tomczak

H
ello fellow modelers. I hope your July 
4th was good to you and your BBQ was 
going full blast. It was a noisy one for me 
as my neighbor bought a full launch kit 
and some serious fireworks. At least we 

did not have to go far to watch them!

i am planning to remodel my basement in the 
coming months and have started organizing some of the 
items stored there. This of course meant I had to look 
through boxes to see what was in them. In the process I 
found a box of models I had long forgotten about. I have 
to say that was a lot more fun to look through than old 
books, pictures or knick-knacks which is all I had found 
up to then. I only had vague memories of acquiring the 
kits so I feel like I got a box of brand new models. 

This also got me thinking about my stash of 
models. I will have to move them from the basement to an 
upstairs room…where my wife will be able to take stock 
and…gulp…perhaps even count them. Now I understand 
why she hides her shoeboxes in the back of the car when 
she brings new shoes in. By last count I think I have over 
400 models in the stash, a nice collection by any means. I 
will have to figure out a way to hide those boxes – maybe 
label them “pictures”. Nope to obvious. “Reference Books”; 
that will work as long as she doesn’t pick up the box and 
see how light it is. I still have time to pick the right label…

i am sorry to have missed the last meeting but had 
a family matter to attend to. I am continuing my quest to 
put a new model on the theme table each month. Our next 
theme is Haulers and I hope to have a tank transporter 
(1/72 of course) on the table AND if time permits a tank 
on the trailer. We will see how things go the rest of this 
month. Remember the theme is anything that hauls cargo. 
See you on August 5th.  n

January: “The BriTiSh eMpire”
Winner: Fairey Swordfish by Charlie Lockard

February: “caTS & DogS”
Winner: Grumman Tomcat by Joe Volz

March: “MaDe FroM TreeS”
Winner: Fokker Dr-I by Mark Webb

april: “FirST anD laST”
Winner: Curtiss Helldiver by Marty Blum

May: “Big anD SMall”
Cancelled

June: golD/SilVer/Bronze conTeST
No theme contest.

July: “SoMeThing ToweD”
Winner: Convair B-36 & Tow Tractor by Mike Turco

august: “haulerS”
A model of something that hauled cargo.

September: “The ForTieS” 
A model of any subject that dates from 1940 – 1949.

october: “Doo wop, Duck & coVer”
A model of a subject from the “Atomic Age” / Rock ‘n 
Roll Era roughly 1954 - 1963.

november: “new anD iMproVeD”
This month requires two models, one being an 
improved, successor variant of the other, for example, a 
P-51C and P-51D; 1948 Ford and 1949 Ford; B-24D and 
B-24J;  Successive Sherman tank variants.  For cars, 
they must be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and 

1964 Ford do not qualify.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
contests 2016

we are sorry to report the passing of Tommy 
Kortman’s wife, Tammy, on June 18th after a 

sudden illness. Tammy was a 1985 graduate of Holy 
Cross High School. She was an animal lover, enjoyed auto 
racing and will be fondly remembered for her friendly and 
outgoing personality. Tommy and Tammy were married 
for 25 years. She was 49 at the time of her passing.

in accordance with the family’s wishes, DVSM 
has made a memorial donation in Tammy’s name to the 
One Love Animal Rescue, 10 Miniver Court, Mt. Laurel, 
NJ 08054. Members can make similar donation online 
at www.oneloveanimalrescue.org, choose “donate” and 
make the donation “In Memory of Tammy Kortman.” 
It’s a great cause.   n

In Memory of Tammy Kortman
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AUgUST Theme Contest entries Photos by Mike Turco

Bill Elliott Racing Team Trailer, 1/25, by Dave Anderson 2 cm FLAK 38 & Horch 1a, 1/35, by Chris Schwach

Soviet ZIS-3 Cannon Artillery, 1/35, by Paul Tomczak

88mm PAK 43, 1/35, by Joe Leonetti

Wehrmacht Feild Kitchen, 1/35, by Logan Brown

Convair B-36, 1/72, by Mike Turco
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Canopies and flight deck assembly Sanding filled-in fuselage chin gap

The colonel picked up a somewhat battered Revell/
Monogram boxing of the RB-36H from the Rare Plane 
Detective. It was complete (almost; see below) except for 
decals, so I ordered a Warbird set on line. I began the build 
in October of last year, took a hiatus on it for about 5 months 
while building for the 2016 shows, then picked it up and 
finished it this past June. 
I got the Detail and Scale reference book for the 

B-36, which lists all the B-36 model kits and their degrees 
of accuracy. That book is essential for anyone wanting 
to build an accurate B-36 model. I also had “Magnesium 
Overcast”, the definitive work on the history of the plane, 
replete with photos. Interestingly, no two B-36s looked 
exactly alike. This was due to the fact that major sections 
of the plane were made of magnesium alloy, which were a 
completely different shade than the aluminum sections, 
and the two different alloys reflected in a myriad of ways 
off the plane’s paneling when taken from different angles 
and in different lighting conditions.
The colonel wanted a bomber version with the jet 

engines, which began with the -D model, so I made a few 
corrections to the kit’s -H model. The resulting build became 
a B-36D with some -F model conversions, which was actually 
done to some of the aircraft in the mid-1950s.
This kit has its issues, both pro and con, none 

of which are deal killers. Its major feature is its size. 
Wingspan is over 38 inches. Maneuvering it on the work 
bench was a chore. Painting had to be done outside, as even 
my oversized spray booth couldn’t handle it, and I needed 
lots of masking tape and seam filler. On the pro side, the 
wings, stabilizers and landing gear are all very strong. 
Alignment was good and the sturdiness of the model was a 
blessing due to all the handling required for masking and 
painting. The only real problems I had were the fit of the 
flight deck into the right fuselage and the minor warping 
of the fuselage nose at the nose turret. I got the nose turret 

in but the fairing around it is slightly warped so the fit 
isn’t as smooth as that of the real plane. The flight deck is 
multi-level with pilot, co-pilot and engineers’ stations and 
is supposed to fit between pins in the right fuselage. I never 
got it properly aligned, and broke a couple of the alignment 
pins in the process of trying. I ended up shimming it to 
get it level after assembling the fuselage halves. The result 
of this was a 1/16-inch gap in the chin of the fuselage that 
needed filling and sanding. Everything else was pretty 
straightforward and I was satisfied with the end result.
Since the clear canopy and nose pieces have so many 

sections, I decided to do the framing with decals vs. masking 
with tape or bare metal foil. I cut measured lengths of 1mm 
silver decal strips to make the frames. While tedious, the 
results are much better than had I tried the usual methods. It 
resulted in much cleaner edges.
Assembly begins with gluing in the cockpit/flight deck, 

nose gear, and gunsights in the sighting blisters in the 
fuselage sections. The wing spar is added and the fuselage 
halves are glued together. I glued short portions of the 
fuselage at a time starting with the rudder, using thin CA for 
this chore for the first time. Thin CA is thinner than water 
and will readily run out of the tip of the bottle, so care is 
needed when dispensing it. It will easily follow the seam by 
capillary action without squeezing the bottle once the liquid 
touches the plastic. I wasn’t too worried about overflow 
though since I had to fill and sand all around the fuselage 
seam anyway. For the seam filler I used CA glue mixed with 
talcum powder applied with a toothpick. Sanding smooth 
was very important for the natural metal finish. Multiple 
resandings and polishing (with Micro Mesh), and respraying 
were required in a few areas. I had to do the wing seams 
twice. Although the kit had raised panel lines they were very 
thin, so I just rescribed any that were lost to sanding.
The one change to the instructions I did was a tip in 

the Detail and Scale book. This involved partial cutback of 

Building the “Big Stick” continued from page 1



5

the propeller hub fittings and slotting the attachment sockets 
to allow snap-fitting the propeller hubs into the wings after 
the wing halves are assembled, vs. before as called for in the 
instructions, and then gluing in the propellers later. This 
prevents you from damaging the propellers and hubs during 
the extensive masking and painting steps. I rounded the prop 
tips to make them as they were on the -D model, and painted 
the props and hubs before assembly. Also, not having the 
original kit decals, and since the Warbird set didn’t have any, 
I scratch-made 18 Curtiss Electric logo decals, one for each 
prop blade. Having six engines to finish is time-consuming 
but the results were worth it. 

After pre-painting as much as possible, I finished 
the assembly with the main landing gear, jet engines, and 
tail guns, holding off on attaching the propeller assemblies, 
sighting blisters and canopies until after the painting 
was completed. Unfortunately, one of the six blisters was 
missing, so I made one using Thermoform plastic sheet that 
I purchased a while back but hadn’t used yet. I used one of 
the blisters from the kit as a mold, pressing it onto a piece 
of clay on top of a wooden dowel, and put it in a vice. I cut 
a small section of the thermoform plastic sheet and held it 
over a flame the way you do when you stretch sprue. When it 
softened, I pressed it down over the dowel, where it hardened 
around the original blister. I trimmed the plastic like you 
would a vacuform canopy, until only a clear plastic half-
sphere was left. It worked.
Finally it was time for the major work required for this 

build, exterior painting and decals.

painting the Model
I filled in the cockpit, landing gear and blister 
openings with cotton and masked them over. I made round 
masks for the blister openings by drawing circles on 3M 
Masking Tape with a template, then cutting them out with 
scissors. The exterior surface painting was all done with 
spray cans. I primed the model overall with Tamiya Fine 
White and used Tamiya AS-12 Bare Metal Silver as the 
overall base metal coat. AS-12 spray lacquer gives a nice 
finish with good reflectance level and it is tough. It dries 
quickly and can be masked and handled without fear of 
fingerprinting or lifting it off. I then masked and oversprayed 
the magnesium alloy portions of the plane with Testors 
Magnesium Metalizer. The third and darker shaded areas 
represent portions of the upper surface of the plane, along 
the top center of the fuselage and around the engines, which 
were coated with a non-slip paint on the real plane. (It was 
a long way down to the ground for maintenance crew.) I 
used Testors Titanium Metalizer to represent those areas. 

Building the “Big Stick” continued from page 4

Wing and stabilizer alignment check

Main gear assembled to wings

Plywood across a wheelbarrow for painting outdoorsTest fitting pre-assembled prop hubs



6

The masking of those sections was complicated and time 
consuming, requiring short, thin lengths of Tamiya tape to 
be cut and put down in curved sections around the engines. 
I used lots of 3M Painters tape and Parafilm to mask off 
the portions protected from overspray. Although they are 
delicate and must be masked with care, I really like Testors 
Metalizers because they dry fast, do not require primer or 
multiple coats, and really make plastic look like metal. 

Markings
Decaling this model took as long as the painting. In 
addition to the Warbird aircraft decal set, I used the Warbird 
B-36 stencils sheet with all the walk lines, “No Step” and 
other warning decals, and gas and oil tank markings. I 
started with the red, yellow-striped tail tip decal. Much to 
my dismay, it split apart. Damn! I subsequently oversprayed 
the sheet with Krylon acrylic, which meant each and every 
one had to be cut close to the edge, including all the walk 
lines. After separation from backing paper, I ran each decal 
over a slightly diluted white glue and distilled water mix, 
and “glued” the decals into place. It took days to get them 
all on. A few of the walk lines curled and had to be rewetted 
or replaced. I used Micro Sol to get the toughest ones down. 

After a few days of drying out and decal repairing, I sprayed 
the plane with Testors Model Master Semi-Gloss lacquer. 
A couple days after that, I removed all remaining masking 
and installed the canopies, nose guns, sighting blisters and 
antennas. There are two long exterior antenna wires that run 
from the front sides of the fuselage to the tail for LORAN and 
HF communication. In addition to these, the Detail & Scale 
reference lists the antennas that were added to the -D model, 
including six electronic countermeasure (ECM) antennas in 
two rows of three along the lower front sides of the fuselage, 
and the ECM and radio compass sensing antenna on the 
top of the fuselage. I scratch-built the latter and used elastic 
E-Z Line for all the wires, as it is the most forgiving and 
easy to apply as any available rigging material, attaching 
with minute drops of CA glue and setting immediately with 
accelerator.
I built a box for its safe transport and presented the 

model to the colonel at the Dover AFB museum, where we 
spent the day. All in all, a satisfying experience. n

Building the “Big Stick” continued from page 4

Parafilm and a plastic bag mask large sections

Finished nose showing ECM antennas

Intricate masking on upper wings underway

Top view shows the various metal finishes 
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Join iPMS/uSA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 3 2 4 3 n 5     17
Anderson, Dave 1 4 4 3 o 3     15
Brown, Logan 3 1 3 3  4     14
Gill, Tom 4 3 4 2 c      13
Tomczak, Paul 1 3 4 3 o 2     13
Lockard, Charlie 5 1  3 n      9
Webb, M.   5 4 t      9
Blum, Marty  3  5 e      8
Kopczynski, Paul  1 4 2 s      7
Leonetti, Joe  1 4  t 2     7
Volz, Joe 2 5         7
Goschke, John    4       4
James, Brad  4         4
Vattilana, Joe 3 1         4
Cicconi, Bob 2          2
Goerke, D.   2        2
Orsino, L  2         2
Senner, Don  1  1       2
Rakos, R.    1       1
Rifkin, H.    1       1
Schwach, C.      1     1
Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2016 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date



BnB hoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & k hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main line hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MillenniuM hoBBieS 
& The gunDaM kiTchen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

new concepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSTerS, inc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hoBBieS, inc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our cluB


